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Dragon Core alters education
General education program change
may be biggest in university history
• Program’s roots could be in Barden’s presidency
By LEE MORRIS
Editor

jon lambert / the advocate

Sara Leigh, director of the advising support center, speaks to faculty in March about Dragon Core, which replaced MSUM’s liberal
studies program this year.

Dragon Core, the university’s new general education
program, is possibly the largest departure this campus has
ever taken in changing the
basic courses it requires for
students.
Historically, said MSUM
President Roland Barden, universities have reinvented their
general education program
every 10 years.
“It was time, just purely and
simply, it was time for our
university to reassess the general education of students,”
Barden said.
Although universities are
always reflecting on the education they provide, some
see Dragon Core as the most
major alteration ever of the
school’s basic courses.
“Faculties have always tinkered with the liberal arts
requirement,” said Roland
Dille, former university president. “This is the biggest
change I’ve seen.”

‘Better way to go’

Dragon Core’s courses take a
larger focus on teaching certain
skills than on offering a wide
array of choice to students.
Implementation for the curriculum began going through
the university process last
year—and this year, students
started taking its courses.
“This was exceptionally
quick in its execution,” said
Sara Leigh, director of the
advising support center.
Leigh said Dragon Core has
not been in plans for any long
period of time.
Ellen Brisch, however, a biosciences professor and member of two Dragon Core committees, said differently.
“It’s been in the works for a
number of years,” Brisch said.
And, according to a copy of
Barden’s inauguration speech,
Dragon Core may have its roots
in the Barden presidency itself.
After talking about the
“global economy,” in a term
borrowed from author Peter
Drucker, Barden’s April 7,
1995, speech reads:

roots, page 4

• With Core, liberal arts
tradition faces change
By LEE MORRIS
Editor

The tradition of liberal arts
at this university has been perhaps the dominant force behind
its goals since the 1950s.
As the campus has revamped
its general education program,
to create a group of courses
called Dragon Core, that tradition’s permanence has been
questioned.
One of the main reasons
for this concern is the ebb of
literature—at least in entrylevel freshman English courses. Literature has always been
one of the most fundamental
cornerstones of a liberal arts
program, especially at this
state university.
As Dragon Core changes the
courses students take, will literature lose its place here—and
if so, can MSUM remain fixed
on its tradition of liberal arts?
Since Dragon Core is being
developed at the same time
as students are enrolling in
its courses, it may be too soon
to tell.

tradition, page 4

adds comedy to Y94
Major question ‘Zero’
Internship leads
Career choices difficult to make to job for senior
“I wanted to do something
By TARVER MATHISON
Staff Writer

The question of what to
major in plagues numerous
college students throughout
college.
For many, the query’s simplicity is deceiving; its answer,
after all, determines the course
of the rest of their lives.
While a unique answer may
exist for each student, a sampling of why students choose
still captures a sense of the
choices college students have
to make.
Naturally, some students
decide to choose their major
based on hobbies.
Junior Justin Taylor and
senior Kiere Kuether, both
art-graphics design majors, fit
under this category.

with some variety. I wanted
to be creative,” Taylor said. “I
already had developed art as a
hobby. It was something I just
picked up.”
Like Taylor, Kuether chose
her major as a practical twist
on her artistic hobbies.
“It’s something that dealed
with art that I could get a job
with, versus being a painter
and possibly never having an
employer,” Kuether said. “Art
is something that makes me
happy.”
While many stress over
finding their interests, others,
like freshman Olesya Kurilo,
a business administration
major, choose to follow the
family line.

REASONS, page 2

Punched
into corner

Freshman fails to win
after beginning
career undefeated
Sports, Page 12

By ASHLEY TABORSKY
Staff Writer

If you tune your radio to 93.7
FM on a weeknight between
midnight and 3 a.m., or on a
Sunday afternoon, you’ll hear
the voice of a comedic and
genuinely talented Dragon—
Johnny Zero himself.
“Some people call him
Johnny, some just call him
loser,” says the Y94 Web page.
“Either way, you gotta admit
it—he’s a very pretty man.”
Corey Schaffer, or “Johnny
Zero,” explained how he came
to DJ on the station.
“I started as an intern (which
you can get college credit for—
yay!), and after proving that I
wasn’t too good to run errands,
make a fool of myself, or make
a pot of coffee now and then, I
was given the opportunity to
do a few on-air shifts.
“Apparently, I am not entirely unenjoyable to listen to
because they still have me on
the air every day of the week.”
Schaffer seems to be all over
MSUM—and not just in the
form of radio waves.
When he’s off-air, Schaffer

Cary knudson / the advocate

MSUM senior Corey Schaffer, or “Johnny Zero,” is a DJ at local radio station Y94, 93.7 FM.

is both the Dragon Channel
station manager—the Dragon
Channel is the on-campus
movie channel that broadcasts
in the Residence Halls—and

the emphasis programming
coordinator, running the Hall
Olympics Program in residence halls.

DJ, back page
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Academic
machines
The ninth annual student academic conference on April 11 saw more than 300 student presenters talk, demonstrate and teach
about what they have learned throughout
the year.
For sightseers such as MSUM President
Roland Barden, bottom left, who is observing
the presentation board of students Patrick
Self and Anthony Stumbo, the academic conference provided interesting discussions.
Alumna Sue Bement, left, talks about
keeping a positive attitude in an oftendepressing job. Bement works at the White
Earth Early Intervention Program.

penny kelley / the advocate
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Left: For a project on robot programming, senior Yelena Mejova, junior Andy Momes and fellow computer science major Riley Griffin created a robot that tests memory
by retracing its steps on a board. Right: Matthew Mumm, left, and Cole Jensen talk about their project on Hene lasers.

left and above photos by heather gruenhagen / advocate photo editor

REASONS, from front
“All of my family are business majors. I just wanted to
follow in my family’s footsteps,” Kurilo said. While
majoring in business, Kurilo
also intends to at least minor
in math, due to both family
and personal interests.
“Business includes some
math, and I really like math,”
she said. “I’ll probably apply
for some banks for administrative work, some financial
business.”
Though many choose on
a personal basis, others, like
junior Sara-Grace Olson,
find their majors through the
inspiration of a role model.
Olson, an elementary education major, fondly remembers
the profound effect her third
grade teacher had on her.

Junior Brianna Johnston, a psychology major, puts the finishing touches on her
posterboard for her presentation, “Relations between complexity and quality in
works of art.”

“We did songs, we did
actions, we did plays, and she
seemed to have so much fun
doing it,” Olson said. “I was
inspired by the excitement
that the teacher put into her
work.”
From this seed of inspiration, Olson developed a greater desire to help others.
“I just saw the foundation,”
she said. “It’s great that we
have doctors and lawyers, but
without teachers, we wouldn’t
have those.”
While helping others may be
rewarding, others still choose
to weigh the personal with the
professional to strike a balance
between the two.
Angela Thurow, a senior
working for a criminal and
civil paralegal major, is one

such individual.
“I want to be an attorney,
and thought the best way to
go about that was this major,”
Thurow said. “It’s the most
well-rounded and hands-on
experience.”
In true legal fashion, Thurow
systematically reviewed her
interests to decide on her
major. “I broke down the subjects that I liked,” she said. “I
always liked English, history
and political science. A paralegal was probably the most
interesting area with all those
things.”
Even amid this variety of
decisions, the “why” of the
major is a question not yet
fully answered for some students.
Junior Scott Haugen is one

currently searching, considering changing from the English
education major he was in
since he began, to English literature.
“It’s a major crossroads,”
Haugen said. “If I had been
going to college 20 years ago,
I don’t think I would have had
any reservations about teaching high school English. But
now, with all the bureaucratic
nonsense that today’s teachers and administrators have, I
don’t want to have to contend
with that.”
While not fully sure whether to change, Haugen is sure
of one thing: The major has to
be worth it.
“I want to be able to have
more freedom to teach and
explore,” Haugen said. “It’s

hard to instill passion when in
comes in the form of a systematic regiment. I don’t want to
hate my job.”
Interestingly, Haugen is
hardly alone in the struggle
to choose his major. Many college students have continually questioned their reasons
behind their major.
Taylor, for example, started
in graphics communications
before changing to graphics
design; Kuether is also majoring in math.
Thurow was once like
Olson, an English ed major.
Their unique experiences are a
reminder of the nature of college, and the constant fight to
answer that dreaded question.
Mathison can be reached
at inkblotscribe@gmail.com.
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Security
Report
4.11 - 4.16

4.11 Sexual harassment at
bust stop
Aggravated assault in
East Snarr
Assault in East Snarr
Trespassing in East Snarr
911 to Library
4.12 Alcohol offenses in P Lot
Agency assist on campus
Motor vehicle accident in
Lot S
Theft in Frick
Theft in Maclean
4.13 Door unlocked in Center
for Arts
Unsecure door in Kise
Harassment in Dahl
Building access in King
Minor in consumption in
Lot E
Alcohol offense at bus
stop
Alarm in East Snarr
4.14 Sexual harassment at
campus security house
Minor in consumption in
Holmquist
Welfare check in Holmquist
Alcohol offenses in Holmquist
4.16 Minor in consumption in
Lot S
Verbal harassment at
campus security house
911 hang up in Center for
Arts
Narcotic violations in
South Snarr
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Concert benefits
‘invisible children’

A concert benefiting the
‘invisible children,’ or children of Africa, will be at 7 p.m.
April 21 at the Red Raven.
Also supporting the children, movie showings will be
at 7 p.m. Thursday and Friday
in Science Lab 104 in CMU
101.

Financial aid
deadline coming

If you have not completed your 2006-2007 financial
aid application, the following
items must be received by the
MSUM Office of Scholarship
& Financial Aid by May 1: a
valid 2006-2007 FAFSA, your
2006-2007 Award Notice, and
all loans for the 2006-2007 academic year must be accepted.
Award notices for 2007-2008
will be sent to your mnstate
e-mail account in early June.
Check this account often. A
response is required to process
loans.

Student org space
available

The Office of Student
Activities will be accepting
applications for desk or storage space until 4 p.m. Friday.
If your organization would
like to receive space in the
Activities Resource Center in
CMU 225 for the 2007-2008
academic year, you will need
to complete an application
and submit it to the Office
of Student Activities by the
deadline.
Even if you currently have
space in the ARC, you need to
re-apply or you may lose your
space. Applications are available online at www.mnstate.
edu/osa. If you have any
questions, please feel free to
contact the Office of Student
Activities at 477-2790 or osa@
mnstate.edu.

Learn to help
troubled students

The campus security department will be hosting a free
seminar on how to effectively
aid troubled or suicidal students at noon Tuesday in CMU
221. It will last 90 minutes.
You will learn an overview
of risk management issues
regarding students with mental health issues, including
pertinent federal and state
disability laws and requirement, best practices in effective community approaches to
address students with mental
health issues and appropriate
roles for campus public safety
leaders as part of a campuswide collaborative approach
to mental health and suicide
prevention.
Campus public safety leaders, mental health counselors,
and university administrators
are encouraged to attend.

heather gruenhagen / advocate photo editor

A collection bucket from Support International sits awaiting donations to benefit the “invisiible children” of Uganda who have been abducted and forced to fight in a civil war.

Third graders learn
about the prairies

Each year, all Moorhead
third graders visit the MSUM
Regional Science Center twice
to learn about prairies. In the
fall, they come out for an entire
day to learn about the prairie
habitat. In the spring, they
return to populate the center with seedlings they have
nurtured in their classrooms
through the winter.
MSUM biology majors
deliver seeds and planting
supplies each winter to third
grade classrooms and serve
as helpers to the teachers and
students during the planting
process. The MSUM students
check in with the teachers to
find out how their seedlings
are coming along and reassure them that a 50 percent
survival rate of wild plants
grown in these conditions is
very commendable.

Education job fair
approaches

The Minnesota Education
Job Fair is approaching quickly. This year’s event will be
held from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Monday, April 23 at the
Minneapolis
Convention
Center.
More than 200 districts registered for the fair as of April
11. Those attending can make
the most of their fair experience by attending the Prepare
for the Ed Fair Workshop that
will be held today from 5 to 6
p.m. See you at the Fair.

Donate some
of your blood

From 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
today, the Blood Mobile will be
located in front of the Library.
To sign up for an appointment go to www.bloodhero.
com or call (218) 477-5874.

Interested in Salsa
dancing?

If you are interested in learning more about Salsa dancing,
please join Ballet Hispanico
today at 6 p.m. Nemzek 208,
dance studio. Come ready to
dance.
For more information,
please contact Elizabeth at
(218) 477-2267.

Eat pancakes with
Delta Zeta

There will be a charity pancake feed at the Delta Zeta
Sorority house at 524 10 St. S.
in Moorhead on April 26 from
5 to 8 p.m.
It is an all-you-can-eat supper that costs $5 with proceeds
going to The Painted Turtle
Camp, which is a camp for
terminally ill children. This
event is part of MSUM’s Greek
Week.

Help clean up
your campus

Volunteer Visions is hosting
MSUM Spring Clean Up Day
from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Equipment will be provided.
Free pizza and beverages
will be available at noon.

Film festival comes
to MSUM

See contemporary, independent short films and videos
from around the world, directed by women.
On Friday, MSUM film
studies and MSUM women’s
studies will host a free screening of selected films from
this year’s MadCat Women’s
International Film Festival
in King 110. The MadCat
Festival’s goal is to emphasize
innovative works by women
that challenge the use of sound
and image and explore notions
of visual storytelling.
Based in San Francisco, the
highly acclaimed MadCat
Women’s International Film
Festival has been exhibiting
independent and experimental films and videos directed by women for more than
a decade. Every year the
MadCat festival takes place
in September in the Bay Area,
and each winter and spring
MadCat tours over 20 museums, universities, art houses
and microcinemas with their
best films and videos.
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roots, from front
“The key segment of the
work force in a global economy is called by Drucker the
‘knowledge workers.’
“‘Knowledge
workers’
include educated, flexible people who have a foundation of
competence in numerical and
quantitative skills, problem
solving, verbal and written
communications, team work,
ethics, multiple cultures, and
the electronic handling of
knowledge and information.”
Dragon Core corresponds
“very well” to Barden’s vision
for the university, he said.
“I don’t know that I can
be so intentional to say what
I said (at the inauguration)
led to (Dragon Core),” Barden
said, as “many intellects”
designed it.
He added, however: “I do
believe this is a better way to
go.”

“(Dragon Core) really isn’t
so different in the courses you
take,” Leigh said. “What’s
different is the intentionality
behind it. We want students
to build.”
“If you can think, you can
write, you can speak, you can
do anything well,” Brisch said
about how Dragon Core is
supposed to allow students
to move between careers. “So,
even if your major is biology,
you may go into law and do
well.”
Barden said at the moment,
entering students are very
close to half freshmen and
half transfers; the Minnesota
Transfer Curriculum is supposed to allow students to
transfer seamlessly from any
state school.

Four forces

Trends in higher education
have also shaped the creation
Different ‘intentionality’
of Dragon Core.
One force in creating Dragon
In 2007, the Minnesota
Core is MnSCU’s Minnesota Office of Higher Education
Transfer Curriculum, which released Minnesota Measures,
calls for students to meet cer- a 52-page report singling out
tain competency areas before goals for all state colleges
they graduate.
and universities—including
MSUM has put what it “improv(ing) skill levels of
believes are the most impor- students so they can compete
If you can think, you effectively
tant of those comin
can write, you can a global marpetency
areas
speak, you can do
into a group
ketplace” and
anything well. So, even if your
called the “foun- major is biology, you may go ensuring gradudation
four”:
ates can meet the
into law and do well.
oral communidemands of the
Ellen Brisch
cation, written
economy.
communication, Dragon Core committee
“Our Dragon
critical/multicultural thinking Core,” Barden said, “comes at
and mathematical/symbolic it from a teaching-and-learnsystems.
ing point-of-view. And the
The other competency Governor and the Legislature,
areas—11 in all—are supposed their leadership responsibilito build on what students learn ties come at it from a viable
in the foundation four.
state economy, high-quality of

“

tradition, from front
Model school
Roland Dille was president
of this campus from 1968
until 1994, preceded by John
Neumaier and succeeded
by current president Roland
Barden.
Dille grew up during the
depression in Dassel, a small
Minnesota town, before serving in World War II.
He said this university was
always regarded as the model
liberal arts college of all the
state schools—which was his
vision.
“Coming through the
depression and the war, it
seemed to an awful lot of us
that we had to fit in experiences that were sometimes
threatening to our sense of
ourselves,” Dille said. “I kind
of think that that’s what made
me take liberal arts so seriously, because it seems to
me what liberal arts did was
define us as human beings in
all our complexity.”
Literature, Dille said, helps
teach people about their own
humanity.

Loss of a course

For students graduating
under the liberal studies program—as anyone is before
Dragon Core—two semesters of
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freshman English are required:
English 101 and English 102, at
four credits apiece.
Pre-Dragon Core, these
courses had doses of literature; now, a second semester of
English is no longer required,
and a three-credit version of
English 101 is emphasizing
composition as opposed to the
reading of text.
“Instead of teaching literary genres, Sunset date
it’s a straight
composition • By fall 2009, all
eligible
course,” said students
to complete the
English pro- liberal studies
fessor Laura program must
Fasick in a have finished it.
January interview, right after
she finished her first semester teaching English 101 under
Dragon Core.
“Theoretically, the thing
that we’ve all been told is students will actually do more
writing,” Fasick said. “Dragon
Core is supposed to spread out
the opportunities for teaching
writing across campus. One
of the things I think we’re all
waiting to see is how other
departments respond to that
opportunity.”
Though Dragon Core does
emphasize writing in one of
its most basic courses—called
the “foundation four”—it does

sayward honer / the advocate

SuEllen Shaw, English professor, was appointed university writing director because of Dragon Core.
Shaw works with faculty at meetings, like this one in March, to help them bring writing into their
courses to account for the new writing-intensive focus of Dragon Core. Shaw said the point of writing
in the Core is to communicate clearly—as opposed to diagraming sentences and teaching grammar.

life for residents of the state.
We believe that what we do
leads to what they want.”
State interests aside, local
businesses have given impetus to Dragon Core’s focus as
well.
“And certainly, as in higher education across America,
you get that feedback about
very fundamental skills: writing, the ability to clearly argue
with good effect, numeracy,”
Barden said.
These four forces—an
internal push, the Minnesota
Transfer Curriculum, state
trends and the input of businesses—all seem to have come
together at once to influence
the formation of Dragon Core.

‘An awful lot to assess’

not necessarily mean more literature.
“Someone like me, who’s
been an English teacher in
some sense all my life,” Dille
said, “I see that as a loss.”
For English professor Mike
McCord, the director of firstyear English, the big negative of
Dragon Core is that it requires
only one writing course—and
none in literature.
“I’m not quite sure how
a university can be a liberal
studies university if it doesn’t
ask students to take at least
one, and preferably more than
that, courses in literature,”
McCord said.

“There are just different
places for literature to be,”
Brisch said.
“I think (Dragon Core) will
just reinforce the liberal arts
commitment,” she said, as the
subjects in Dragon Core courses are supposed to build on
one another while the liberal
studies program is spread out.

‘It’s possible’

It is possible to go through
the entire Dragon Core curriculum without taking a literature course at all.
“It’s possible, but probably
unlikely,” said Ellen Brisch,
biosciences professor and
member of both committees
on campus that deal with
Dragon Core.
Brisch said even though
a student can choose not to
take a literature course in the
arts and humanities, higherlevel Dragon Core classes,
like Spanish, could offer Latin
American literature.

The lack of choice the Core
offers students—as opposed
to the former program, liberal
studies—has been one of its
major criticisms.
Other than the first four
courses, “the rest of the curriculum is going to involve a dialogue in our students’ mind
and their advisers,” Barden
said. “So, there’ll be a quite
a bit of choice-making soon
enough.”
The university has hired Jean
Sando to assess Dragon Core.
“The Dragon Core is very
carefully written around a set
of competencies that students
are supposed to reach by
graduation,” Sando said. “By
being able to assess these, we

‘Not saying that’s bad’

At the turn of last semester,
since English 101 has switched
from four credits to three,
English professors’ workload has increased because
of Dragon Core, said Sheila
Coghill, department chair.
Professors usually teach 12
credits, and before the Core,
when English 101 was four
credits, that meant three
courses.
Now, however, as English
101 is three credits, and with
Dragon Core’s assessment
objectives, faculty must be
more observant of meeting
student-learning outcomes.
“I’m not saying that’s bad,
it’s just a matter of getting
used to a different kind of
schedule,” Coghill said.

Uncertain future

If literature is minimized, the
English department may stand

will have data for the general
education program.”
Sando said she, along with
the rest of the assessment
committee, is using “artifacts”
from courses, such as videotaped speeches or papers, to
decide whether students are
meeting a competency area’s
goals.
“It’s an awful lot to assess,”
she said.
Barden, who credits others
for Dragon Core’s framework,
said every university and college reinvents its general education program every 10 years.
Sando said it will take 10
years to even know if Dragon
Core is working.
Morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.

a chance of losing students.
Yet, the English department
has been developing courses
for Dragon Core’s higher-level
courses, called the middle and
outer clusters, Coghill said.
“I don’t think it will change,”
Coghill said, “because by the
time somebody declares a
major in English, those requirements haven’t changed for us,
and we haven’t gotten rid of
any courses majors will take.”
Coghill did not comment on
how Dragon Core will affect
the number of professors in
her department.
Sara Leigh, director of the
academic support center, said
there is no intention to emphasize or de-emphasize any
department.
Barden said, “I’m confident that students will still be
choosing literature and still
be exposed to the world of
literature through our English
faculty.”
The effects Dragon Core will
have on the English department, the amount of literature
to which students are exposed
and on the tradition of this
university—all are unknown;
the program is being created
as students take its courses.
Morris can be reached
at morrisle@mnstate.edu.
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Pool and ping pong players succeed
Students win local tournaments, compete at regional level
By BEN SAILER
Features Editor

Earlier this semester, the
ROC sponsored separate pool
and table tennis tournaments.
The pool tournament was won
by junior Rajan Shrestha, while
senior Ashish Chakradhar
took home the gold for table
tennis. They each won the
opportunity to represent
MSUM at the Association for
College Unions International
Regional Tournament, all
expenses paid.
“What we do, is every year,
we select one person from the
tournament, and then the winner from that will get a chance
to enter the region tournament,” ROC manager Lasanka
Abeyawardena said.
MSUM is in Region 10 of
the ACUI, which includes
Minnesota, North Dakota,
South Dakota, Iowa, Manitoba
and western Ontario.
Chakradhar has qualified
for the regional tournament
for the last three years, and has
taken third place each year,
and going on to qualify for
the international tournament
as well. However, while he
competed at the international
level the first two times he had

qualified, he unfortunately
was unable to attend this year
due to his work schedule and
financial constraints.
This semester is his fifth
participating in the ROC’s
ping pong league. He has been
playing for the past 17 years
of his life, and usually plays
twice a week. Impressively,
he has managed to amass a
great amount of skill without
anyone else’s guidance.
“No coaches or anything,”
said Chakradhar, continuing
to say he would like to have
a coach someday to help him
improve his game.
Chakradhar and his fellow
MSUM students who make up
the ROC’s ping pong league
aren’t the only ones who take
the sport seriously. He said
some older players come from
as far away as Valley City in
search of competition.
He also recently took part
in a 9-on-9 North Dakota vs.
South Dakota ping pong tournament held in West Fargo,
helping to represent North
Dakota.
While it was Shrestha’s first
time attending the regional
tournament, he took fourth
place and seemed enthused
about the experience.

Photos by heather gruenhagen / advocate photo editor

Ashish Chakradhar prepares to return a volley in a game of ping pong. The senior chemistry major
has taken third place in the ACUI Region 10 ping pong tournament the past three years.

“It was awesome,” Shrestha
said.
He continued to explain it
was quite a challenge.
“There was about 30 to 40
people there,” Shrestha said.
“There were only two guys I
felt I could beat easily.”
He continued to say, “It was
nice seeing I was the only
Nepali guy,” noting most of the
competitors were Americans.
While he qualified for the
international tournament, he
too, declined due to lack of
funds.
Shrestha has been playing
pool in some form for the past
three years, dedicating a good
amount of time to getting better.
“Back in Nepal I used to
play snooker,” Shrestha said,
explaining snooker is a game
similar to pool with different colored balls played on a
larger table. “I used to play
daily for two or three hours.”
He continues to practice now
for about one hour a day.
Interestingly, Shrestha said
he now spends more time
playing table tennis instead
and was in the ROC’s ping
pong league last semester.
“I prefer ping pong to
pool,” Shrestha said, because
he enjoys the faster pace of
ping pong. “I usually play
with friends.”
Chakradhar attributed the
popularity of ping pong at
MSUM to Abeywardena, the
manager of the ROC. However,
since he is graduating and will
be leaving after this semester,
he is concerned whether ping
pong will continue to grow in
popularity at MSUM after his
departure.
“I hope lots of students
at MSUM participate or get
interested in ping pong,”
Chakradhar said.
Sailer can be reached
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu

Rajan Shrestha surveys the table in a game of pool.
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Dragon Core
the most drastic
alteration ever to
basic curriculum
Dragon Core was put into effect quickly; so quickly
that the effect it’s had on students will not be known
for maybe 10 years. The effect it’s had on professors,
however, has been to keep many of them from wanting to speak candidly on the record.

Although patience is a virtue, students will be long
gone from this institution before this university knows
if Dragon Core—advertised as its “signature curriculum”—is working. It will be three years before the
first Dragon Core students graduate. It will be even
longer before employers can give feedback on how
they think those graduates should improve.
Dragon Core is being built while students take its
courses, and professors and advisers are just a step
ahead of students in knowing what’s what.
One professor, who agreed to be interviewed for an
Advocate article on Dragon Core but then requested
to be referred to as “source,” said, “You can’t understand something that doesn’t exist yet.”
Another professor refused to be interviewed because,
“While it might have been useful for The Advocate
to pursue this before the program was cemented into
place, I don’t see how it is productive to re-hash it
now.”
Well, Dragon Core is hard enough to understand for
everyone, now, after students have taken its courses
for a year, than it was trying to understand it last year.
If anything, this difficulty comments on the speed
with which MSUM administrators pushed the curriculum through university processes.
Were administrators worried they’d lose momentum?
Or was state pressure, MnSCU or the Governor’s office, simply too much? In any case, MSUM President
Roland Barden outlined—almost prophetically—the
skills students of the future would need in his April
7, 1995, inauguration. Whether his initial speech was
intentional, Dragon Core is his vision.
Although it’s hard to make any judgment on Dragon
Core and how succesful it will be or not, we will say it
here: Dragon Core is the largest change this university
has ever made to its general education program.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college administration, faculty or student body. The Advocate encourages Letters
to the Editor and Your Turn submissions. They should
be typed and must include the writer’s name,
signature, address, phone number, year in school or
occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due
by 5 p.m. Monday and can be sent
to MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

letters to the editor

Don’t let media dictate
American truth for you
His message is not on a green
T-shirt but it is highlighted in
last week’s Advocate. As part
of the CMU teleconference
“Live from Iraq,” Col. Mike
Wobbema referred to media
sensationalism by saying,
“Don’t believe everything you
see.” Well, I agree with Mike.
Another year of war brings
news that extended duty will
be required of all military personnel. The impact of this is
stated with large numbers,
dramatically enunciated. The
media claims that enlistment
extensions will affect 100,000
families. Don’t believe it. At
minimum, considering just
American families, the number
climbs into the millions. Then,
add the family you will likely
create sometime after leaving
MSUM … and multiply by the
number of your friends. These
families are affected.
Throughout the conflict
the media has reiterated the
justification(s) for invading Iraq. Don’t believe them.
However, don’t blame the
Excuse of the Month Club
in the White House, whose
flawed methods and policies
were widely known before
November 2004. After their
re-election, in front of the anx-

iously watching global community to which you and your
future family belong, the mess
in Iraq dear reader, is now
your fault and mine, along
with every other American
adult.
The media reminds us that
prior to the invasion, the
majority of Americans were
in favor of going into Iraq.
Don’t believe it. The majority
of Americans did favor going
into Iraq, provided we had
support from the U.N., which
we did not. That is the fact,
albeit forgotten, and anyone
who can’t understand the difference is a fool. To the fool
you can claim Weapons of
Mass Destruction one day
and revise it the next to mean
“WMD Related Program
Activities,” for the fool sees
no difference.
All along the media has
been selling the idea that we
should “Support the Troops.”
Don’t believe it. If you adopt
this idea from the media, you
let someone else define your
values; you will be accepting from others a watereddown form of something that
is purely and naturally yours.
You will be buying the idea
that sacrifice means donat-

ing DVDs that you no longer
watch, and though your (now
faded) yellow ribbon might
make you feel good, I doubt it
is enough to lift the spirits of
fathers and mothers on their
fourth tour of duty in Iraq.
As a human, you eat when
you’re hungry. You sleep when
you’re tired. Being human,
how could you not, instinctively, be in favor of that which
protects you? Support for the
troops is ‘a priori.’ It does not
require the media to suggestively sell it along with a side
order of “Freedom Fries.” I’m
sure Scott Hennen of WDAY’s
“Hot Talk” would lambaste
me with stories of vets who
were spit on after Vietnam.
My youth affords me no such
memories, my only experience being after Desert Storm.
I remember Hero Parades for
the returning soldiers, which
occurred in every city. And it
was not Sir A. M. Windbags
who called for these parades;
rather it was the American
people who were tooting their
horns.

Jimmy P. Powell
senior

Sex drive, stress cause and effect a fallacy
Editor’s note: The following letter is in response to
the April 12 front page article,
“In college, sex drive swells.”
I wonder about the conclusions drawn in the article.
There is no data to back the
assertion of freshmen having
less sex. I do not believe there
is a true correlation here.
In fact The Advocate and
Mr. Morris, the editor, have
committed a logical fallacy

by assuming that there is a
cause and effect relationship
between stress and freshmen’s
sex drive. Was a study done to
prove that all freshmen have
less stress? Is there any empirical evidence?
I would think that “freshman as a whole have less sex”
is not true. Upperclassmen
usually are busier than freshmen, working one or more
jobs, struggling to make rent,
studying and being good

active students.
But I admit, I have no proof
of this. Maybe before an article is written, some research
should be undertaken instead
of writing a sensational front
page article with no proof.
That type of article belongs in
the Opinion section, not on the
front page.
Erik Josephson
senior
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‘Invisible Children’ create grave image
Last Friday, I went with
some friends to see a showing
of the documentary “Invisible
Children.” It was probably
the worst thing I’ve ever seen,
in that it revealed one of the
worst examples of human
rights abuse imaginable in
painfully blunt detail.
The film, which was made
by three San Diego college
students, is about children
in Uganda who travel long
distances from rural displacement camps to the city to find
safe places to sleep. If they
don’t, they run the risk of
being abducted by a rebel faction known as the LRA (Lord’s
Resistance Army) and either

being killed or forced to fight
in a civil war.
The LRA is infamous for
abducting mass numbers of
children at night and forcing
them to fight against their
will. Rape, murder and abuse
run rampant through northern Uganda, and these kids
are caught in the middle of it.
Seeing masses of kids packed
tight onto a bus park floor,

arms and legs
sprawled on top
of one another, is
an image that for
better or worse
has permanently burned itself
into my memory. There’s also
something deeply disturbing
about merely seeing a young
child holding a firearm, let
alone being forced to use it.
The most outraging aspect
of the situation, however, is
how little media attention
the situation in Uganda has
received. At one point in the
documentary, a man expresses
his disgust with the press for

essentially ignoring the plight though we are all so desenof the Ugandan people. He sitized to the idea of Africa
stated something to the effect being an impoverished, warof how when a
stricken hellIt shouldn’t be this
bomb goes off in
hole. We are no
way. We need to
Israel, the world
start giving a damn, longer moved
takes notice, but and we need to do something to action when
when millions of to turn this situation around. we hear stories
people in Uganda
about places
are displaced by civil war and like Uganda.
children are thrown into the
It shouldn’t be this way. We
army, no one cares.
need to start giving a damn,
It is shocking to think how and we need to do something
one of the worst humanitar- to turn this situation around.
ian disasters of recent history
Visit www.invisiblechildren.
can go unnoticed by the rest com, do some research and
of the world. If this happened find out how you can help.
in any other part of the world,
Do you give a damn?
the international community
E-mail Sailer
would not stand for it. It’s as
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu.

“

April is cruel
Virginia Tech shooting leaves questions

letters to the editor

Guantanamo Bay an embarassment to the U.S.
The U.S. operated detainment camp in Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba came under scrutiny again only weeks ago by
members of the British parliament. They, like many others,
are seeking closure for a camp
that has used inappropriate
methods in dealing with prisoners. Camp prisoners do not
receive the rights normally
granted to prisoners under
the war or law models of prisoner treatment. Instead, they
are dealt with using a hybrid
model.
When a country is at war, it
utilizes the war model to best
accomplish its aims. Under
the war model, we recognize
that those who are captured
can be imprisioned without a
trial. There is no concern for

whether or not they are guilty.
They can be held until the end
of the war.
Under the law model, innocence is presumed. Those
suspected of having committed crimes have the right to a
timely trial. Their continued
imprisonment and/or punishment is dependent on the finding of guilt. A hybrid model
is being used at Guantanamo
Bay. Here, like in the war
model, prisoners are presumed to be guilty. No proof
is needed for their continued
imprisonment and many are
being held indefinitely. Yet,
they are also subject to the
worst of the law model. They
can be punished as a criminal without having received
a trial. Reported instances of

torture at the camp are impermissible under either model.
The continued operation
of Guantanamo Bay with this
policy is an embarassment to
the U.S. There are many dangerous people being held at the
camp, but that does not excuse
the treatment of the innocent.
Alleged “enemy combatants” should be brought to
timely trial and those who are
deemed “ready for release”
should be released. How can
the U.S. position on recent
situations, like the Brinish
hostages in Iran, be taken seriously if we allow this injustice
to continue?
Brandon Stursa,
Daniel Mickelson
freshmen

I was in the library computer lab on Monday, working on my
disgusting boatload of homework (you know it’s the end of the
year, so all those major projects are due), and I decided to take a
little break and check my e-mail. So I went to msn.com to read
the entertainment news and then access my Hotmail. What I
found on MSN shocked me incomprehensibly.
I was slapped with the words in huge, bold lettering:
HORROR IN VIRGINIA, and clicked on the link to read the article about how more than 30 people are dead and 20-something
more are injured in the deadliest school shooting in United
States history. The picture that went along with the story had
cops and other official personnel physically removing hysterical and injured students from a building, trying desperately to
bring them to safety.
The unanswered questions that still ring in my ears are: Why,
and how? Why would someone go in and wordlessly open fire
on a classroom full of people? How could this person do it? I
feel guilty about humanely killing mice, so it is unfathomable to
me that someone could be so totally deranged to go into a room
and mow down all the innocent people in it. People. People
with parents, siblings, friends, boyfriends and girlfriends were
mercilessly killed for no reason. Thousands of people are in
emotional and physical pain because of this incident. The school
will never be the same and neither will the people.
Twenty-five thousand men and women attend Virginia
Polytechnic Institute. Do you think that they will remember
homecoming as the most vivid memory of their college years?
Sadly, this will never be the case. Most will shudder as they
think of that day in their life when the world stopped and all
they could hear was screaming and gun shots. The number 4-16
will never look right again. The people of Columbine and the
people of Blacksburg will agree with T.S. Eliot that April is the
cruelest month.
Rattled by Virginia Tech?
E-mail Kveno at kvenosa@mnstate.edu.
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‘Cold Harbor’ released on DVD
Brandau’s movie becomes available for purchase nationwide
By ASHLEY TABORSKY
Staff Writer

On March 27, “Cold Harbor,”
the feature film written and
directed by MSUM film studies professor Tom Brandau,
was released on DVD for purchase nationwide.
The story line, according to the March 26 issue of
Continews, says: “When an
old man ends his life by throwing himself into the icy winter
surf near his seaside home, his
four estranged sons are left to
deal with their memories, feelings of loss and betrayal, and
unsettled family issues. As
they pick through and pack up
his belongings, they discover
the missing puzzle pieces of
their own lives, gradually recognizing themselves and each
other in the remnants of their
father’s life.”
As described by Oldies.com
(the purchasing Web site):
“‘Cold Harbor’ is a tough,
touching drama full of gritty,
honest moments and dark,
humorous situations. Writerdirector Tom Brandau draws
upon real-life events to craft
this award-winning film about
loss and family mythology
and, ultimately, about burying
the dead and getting on with
life.”
As a professor and long
time director of short independent films and documentaries, Brandau felt a unique
bond with his first full length
film. As briefly recognized
above, Brandau estimates 85
percent—15 percent added for
dramatic effect—of the creation was autobiographical.
After his father committed
suicide, he was left in a similar
situation. Brandau mentioned

that although he was grieving the same as his brothers,
he felt more like an outsider
observing his family in a different light. Even as his pain
felt unbearable at times, he
was able to take a step back
and make a commitment
to himself that once he was
emotionally ready, he would
convert his extreme firsthand
experience with death to script
form.
Once the script was written,
it was still not a simple task to
pull together the many aspects
of successful filmmaking.
“There were several years of
trying to get together money
to get the idea off the ground.
The majority of the money, in
the end, came from my share
of my father’s estate.”
The movie was shot on
the coast of Delaware and
Maryland, the area where both
Brandau and producer/actor
Mark Redfield graduated
from Towson State UniversityBaltimore together years ago.
Redfield played a large role
in the making of the film, playing the oldest of the brothers,
“Roger,” and in real life, being
one of the main people behind
Redfield Arts, the motion picture entertainment company
that produced “Cold Harbor.”
After Redfield and Brandau
graduated from college, their
paths didn’t cross again until
the film brought them together
for a common purpose: to create a full-length masterpiece.
Redfield brought much acting
experience to the table, as well
as Brandau’s directing.
Before “Cold Harbor,”
Redfield worked professionally in cinema, television,
radio and theater for more
than 20 years. Credits to his
name include playing many

Empowerment through bathroom art

of the production/acting roles
in films such as “Dr. Jekyll
and Mr. Hyde” (co-writer
and producer; designer, director and roles of Jekyll, Hyde
and Chaing), “The Sorcerer
of Stonehenge School” (cowriter and producer, designer,
director and roles of professor
Judas Holdfast and Merlin),
“Chainsaw Sally” (producer
and the role of Steve), and
“The Death of Poe” (director
and the role of Poe).
Other recent film and television credits include: Phillip
Cook’s sci-fi action film
“Despiser,” which is available
in video stores nationwide,
“Tories and Rebels” (National
Telly Award) and “In the Grip
of Evil” (for the Discovery
Channel and available on
home video).
For the success that “Cold
Harbor” turned out to be, the
number of people who worked
on the film was minimal.
“We had a relatively small
cast, and crew was about 12
people. On any given day, the
total cast and crew was about
20,” Brandau said. “It was
shot over 18 days, including
a day or two of pick-up shots,
where we made a day of running around on the beach with
a skeletal crew, just getting
a few simple shots that we
thought we would need, but
didn’t get the prior days.”
Such a dramatic film did not
come without a broad range
of emotions on the set and
behind the scenes between the
cast and crew.
Brandau said, “Feature
filmmaking is … well, I like to
use the analogy of running. A
commercial would be the 100yard dash. You put all of your
energy into for a short period
of time, and then you’re done.

It’s a sprint to the finish line.
Feature filmmaking is like
running a marathon. The idea
isn’t to finish first—it’s just to
finish. If you’re still on your
feet at the end, you’ve already
won. The process is so allencompassing and draining.
It takes you to the edge of
your stamina and sometimes
sanity.”
Brandau says he lives by
this Orson Welles’ quotation:
“There are basically two types
of people in this world: people
who like to go to parties, and
there are people who like to
throw parties. As a filmmaker,

you had better like to throw
parties, because that is what
you are doing. You are responsible for being a good host.”
The film is about 98 minutes
long, and is not yet rated.
For information about purchasing Tom Brandau’s “Cold
Harbor,” visit www.oldies.
com/product-view/1024D.
html. Contact Brandau at
brandau@mnstate.edu for any
questions.

Taborsky can be reached
at ash_tabby@hotmail.com.

heather gruenhagen / advocate photo editor

For her women’s studies senior seminar, senior Becca Sorgert
planned a week-long event titled, “Women’s Room: behind Stall
Doors,” which will run now through Monday.
Throughout the week, women will have the opportunity to go into
certain bathrooms around campus and graffiti stall walls. To protect the walls, paper will be put up and sharpies provided. Designated bathrooms can be found in Bridges, Livingston Lord Library,
Lommen, King, the Center for the Arts, the CMU, Hagen, the Center
for Business, Weld and the Dragon Wellness Center.
According to a pamphlet distributed by Sorgert, the only truly safe
place for women is the women’s restroom. Because bathrooms
are private and women have more control over the space than,
say, the kitchen, it becomes a place of solidarity and acceptance.
At the end of the “Women’s Room” week on Monday, the women’s
center will host a showing of “Toilet Training: Law and Order in the
Bathroom” at 7 p.m. The film by Tara Mateik and the Sylvia Rivera
Law Project examines the difficulties transgendered people have
in using gender segregated public toilets.

The Advocate is now
accepting applications for
section editor, photo editor and copy editing positions.
Applications are available
outside the Advocate office,
CMU 110.
Send inquiries to advocate@
mnstate.edu.
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Students honored with SPJ, Broadcast Association awards
Advocate staff reports
MSUM students won a
host of awards at The Society
of Professional Journalists
Region 6 Mark of Excellence
competition.
This year, collegiate journalists submitted more than 3,300
entries in 39 categories across
SPJ’s 12 regions.
The honorees were awarded
certificates during the spring
conference. First place regional winners will advance to
the national round of judging, which takes place in
early April. Winners will be
announced in mid May.
SPJ works to improve and
protect journalism. The organization is the nation’s most
broad-based journalism organization, dedicated to encouraging the free practice of
the profession and stimulating high standards of ethical
behavior.
Last year’s broadcast documentary class won in the television in-depth reporting category for “Spirit of Itasca.”
Senior Candace Thornberg
placed first in television breaking news reporting for “Fatal
Crash.”
Recent graduate Mandi
Johnson also took home first
place for television general
news reporting for “Student
Sandbaggers.”
Graduate Enrico Meyer and

senior Nate
Knutson both
took home
multiple
awards for
their photography work
in the areas
of television
news, feature
and sports
reporting.
S e n i o r
H e a t h e r
Gruenhagen
placed third
in
feature
photography for “The
Nutcracker
Kid.”
Students
won across
the board in
online feature
reporting
with graduReggie Radniecki / special to the advocate
ate
Carrie
S n y d e r ’ s Horizonlines.org staffers Alyssa Schafer and Heather Gruenhagen and senior Jeremy McIntyre hold the awards that
“Something their online journalism magazine and broadcast students won in SPJ’s Region 6 “Mark of Excellence” competition.
Fierce”
in Professor Reggie Radniecki is the Horizonlines adviser.
first, sophoaround independent online
Thornberg placed first for
Mandi Johnson received an
more Alyssa Schafer’s “Jim
student
publication
for spot news for “Fatal Plane Award of Merit for general
Gerhz: Star Tribune photojour“Digital Storytelling.”
Crash.” Her “Pioneer Day” reporting, also, for “Student
nalist” in second and senior
MSUM students also gar- also received an Award of Sandbaggers.”
Anna Anderson’s
“Kiddy
nered a bunch of awards at the Merit for soft feature.
“Spirit of Itasca” also
Ballet” in third.
Northwest Broadcast News
Meyer’s “Student Sandbag- received an Award of Merit
The staff of Horizonlines.
Association’s Eric Sevareid gers” took home yet another for documentary broadcast.
org, MSUM’s online journalAwards program a few weeks first place award in the photoContact us at
ism magazine, took home a
ago.
journalism category.
advocate@mnstate.edu.
first place win for best all-

Artsy, Entertainmenty Alternatives

Cooking class

Mosaic Foods in Fargo will host a pizza and
pasta cooking class at 6 p.m. today (Thursday). Admission is $40 per person. For more
information, call (701) 371-8830.

Community discussion

From 7 to 8:30 p.m. today (Thursday) at the
Moorhead City Council Chambers, there
will be a community discussion about where
we are at and where we are going in Cass
and Clay counties with underage drinking prevention. The event is sponsored by
Region V Children’s Services Coordinating Committee, Moorhead Together, Clay
County Public Health, Safe Communities
Coalition and NDSU. The event is free and
open to the public.

Film viewing

At 7 p.m. Friday in King 110, the film studies
and women’s studies department will cohost a free screening of films from the Madcat Women’s International Film Festival. The
evening screening program is called “Fool’s
Tricks,” an exploration into Cinema avantgarde and was curated by Ariella Ben-Dov.

Lecture

Concert

As a part of the FM Symphony’s Masterworks series, the orchestra will perform
Little Country Theatre presents “Noises “Ode to Freedom” at 8 p.m. Saturday and
off!,” a classic play within a play about what 2 p.m. Sunday at NDSU’s Festival Concert
happens behind the scenes that almost ruins Hall. This performance includes vocalists
the performance, at 7:30 p.m. today (Thurs- David Hamilton, Stella Zambalis, Kathleen
day) through Saturday in NDSU’s Askanase Humphrey and Peter Halverson, as well as a
Auditorium. Admission is $4 to $12. For performance of Beethoven’s 9th Symphony.
more information, call (701) 231-9442.
Tickets are $20 to $38. For more information
call (218) 233-8397.
The Jazz Ensemble will perform at 8 p.m. today (Thursday) in Weld Auditorium.

Book discussion

The Moorhead Library will host a discussion of Jeannette Walls’ “The Glass Castle”
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. today (Thursday).

An opera workshop will be presented at 8
p.m. Wednesday in the Fox Recital Hall.

Lecture

From 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday at the Fargo Theatre,
climate change expert Dr. Lonnie Thompson
will talk on climate changes from his studies
around the world. Thompson is referenced
in Al Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth.” The
event is free and open to the public.

Genealogist Elodee Johnson will give a
hands-on demonstration on finding family members using the U.S. census data and Book signing
other free resources from 10 a.m. to noon Education professor Steve Grineski will
Saturday at the Moorhead Library. Call (218) speak on his book, “Baby Dragons: The Story
233-7594 to register.
of Moorhead’s Campus School, 1888-1972”
at 7 p.m. Tuesday in Weld Auditorium.

Theatre

Concert

Music

Lecture

At 7 p.m. Saturday in the NDSU Alumni
Center, Dr. Wail Hassan will deliver a speech
on “The Poetics of Muslim Immigrant Fiction.” This event will serve as the keynote
address of the 10th Annual Conference on
World Literature.

Lecture

Professor Amy Phillips discusses “UND
Fighting Sioux Logo and Nickname: Collegiate Boosterism with a Vengeance” at 7:30
p.m. Wednesday in Science Lab 118.

Entertainment fundraiser

The blackfriars will host a late-night cabaret
show titled “Spin the Bottle” at 10:30 p.m.
April 27 in Weld Auditorium. Acts include
magic, dancing, comedy by the Bearded
Men and music. Admission is $3 or $1 with
a nonperishable food item. All profits will
go to the Dorothy Day House and be used
as scholarships for theatre students.

Now Hiring!
PT/FT Telesales
8 a.m.-9 p.m. M-F, & 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat.
No Cold Calling!
$9-$10/Hour Base Pay
Paid Training, Referral Bonus, Benefits!
Fun, Casual Work Environment!
Apply in person at

2829 S. University Dr. Fargo
(northwest corner of Am. Fam. Ins. Build.)
EOE

Students
Super Student Discounts Available
Moorhead

2901 Frontage Rd. S

South 25th St.

233-4560
2040 A.JAffe-CrownJewels_AJS6
443123 10x2.5_kp1.indd

3051 25th St. S.

237-9104
3/17/07
1:41 PM
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tan for

North Fargo

TJ Maxx Plaza

293-6637

277-5912

1119 19th Ave. N.

$

4340 13th Ave. SW

3

S. University

2607 S. University Dr.

237-9943

• After 8pm weekdays
• All day weekends
• Regular beds only
•Student ID required
Osgood

4265 45th S.

364-0100
3/1/07

A . J A F F E S I G N AT U R E C O L L E C T I O N
TRUNK SHOW
W E D N E S D AY, A P R I L 1 8 T H
9 : 3 0 A . M . T O 8 : 0 0 P. M .
T H U R S D AY, A P R I L 1 9 T H
9 : 3 0 A . M . T O 5 : 3 0 P. M .
S E E A C O L L E C T I O N O F J E W E L RY C R E AT E D W I T H
A PA S S I O N F O R P E R F E C T I O N , I N C L U D I N G :
B R I D A L J E W E L RY
REMOUNT OPTIONS
COLORED STONE PIECES

25th Street Market
1450 25th St. S., Fargo
(701) 237-6809
www.crownjewelsfargo.com
Monday - Saturday, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. & By Appointment

10:05:32 AM
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$690 per month
in Osgood

India used
to be the
richest
country in
the world
until the
British invasion in the
early 17th
Century.
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$4,000 flooring allowance
$1,500 appliance allowance
$750 lighting allowance
Starting at: $129,900.00

That’s only $690.00/month Principle & interest

By raising your legs
slowly and laying on your
back, you can’t
sink in quicksand.
Campus Special

$7.99
1435 University Drive S • Fargo, ND 58103

Voted Best Pizza in Over 100 Markets

Relocating March 31 to 4377 15th Ave S, Fargo

CLASSES STARTING
January
March

May
July

September
November
Day and Evening Courses Available

ENROLL TODAY! 701.478.1772
www.thesalonprofessionalacademy.com
COSMETOLOGY • ESTHETICS • NAILS • MASSAGE

Temp Telephone Surveys!
Fun work, Great Pay!
$9/Hour, 18-40 hrs./week
4-9 p.m. M-F, 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Sat.
Flexible Schedules.
Apply in person at

2829 S. Univ. Dr. Fargo, ND 58103
(northwest corner inside Amer. Fam. Ins. Building)
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MSUM freshman Tyler Gould entered the Red River Rumble undefeated with all knockout wins before the referee ended the fight.

photos by chris huber / the advocate

Boxing

Red River Rumble

Undefeated ‘Young Guns’ learns humility, ref stops fight
Gould returned punches in the first round,
but
went down to his knees twice before the
Staff Writer
round was over.
MSUM boxer Tyler Gould learned something
The second round started, and Gould went
from his first loss of his career on Saturday: Be for a couple kill-shot power punches, but
a little more humble.
couldn’t connect. Ortley looked as
Entering his fourth career fight Results
if he was tiring, but the initial blow
with a record of 3-0, all wins by • Featherweight: Hassan that Gould took was too much.
knockout, Gould walked into the Wasswa (3-6-2) knocked
Referee Obregon sent Gould to
ring at the Fargo Civic Center with out Red River Valley
his corner to check on him at about
tons of energy. He raised his arms boxer Robert Miller at
two minutes into the second round.
2:58 in the first round.
and flexed his muscles. Once the
After that, Obregon decided to call
announcer called his name, his • Heavyweight:
the fight.
Yevgeniy Shishporenok
hometown crowd erupted.
Boos and hisses roared across the
He then turned to his opponent, (2-0) knocked out Stan
stadium.
Morrison in his pro debut
Silus Ortley, and gave him a long at 1:29 in the first round.
“He wasn’t focused. He got
stare down. After the long pause,
rocked three times during the fight,”
Gould gave Ortley a thumb across • Silas Ortley (1-1)
Obregon said. “He was hurt already,
the throat sign, symbolizing his defeated Tyler “Young
I didn’t want to see any more damGuns” Gould (3-1) at 1:59
impending defeat.
in the second round after age to such a young fighter. He’s
However, the match didn’t go ref decision.
young and has his whole career in
the way Gould had planned.
front of him.”
Ortley connected with his first • Zach “Jungle Boy”
Gould was intially upset when
Walters (17-2) wins by
swing of the match. Gould got a unanimous decision over Obregon decided to call the fight,
strong shot straight to his chin. Jeffrey Osborne (4-3-2). but after the match Gould realized
This was a shot Gould would not
“it was the right call.”
recover from for the rest of the • Andy “Koas” Kolle (12After his first loss, Gould said he
1) wins by disqualification
match.
over Rodrigues Moungo realized he’s not invincible.
“I got rocked off the opening bell (12-13) in the sixth round. “It was an eye opener,” he said. “It
in the jaw,” Gould said. “I tried to
will definitely humble me, but I will
keep gathering myself the rest of the match, be back, better than ever.”
but I just couldn’t get it together.”
Hagen can be reached at luke_hagen@hotmail.com.
By LUKE HAGEN

lineup
Today:
SB vs. St. Cloud State
3 and 5 p.m.

Friday:
Golf at Maverick Invitational
Saturday:
DRAGON FIRE WALK
10:30 a.m.

SB at NSIC Crossover Tournament Wednesday:
Golf at Maverick Invitational
SB vs. Minnesota-Crookston
Track at NDSU or Kansas Relays 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Sunday:
April 27:
SB at NSIC Crossover Tournament SB vs. UND
Tennis at NSIC Tournament
1 p.m. and 3 p.m.
Track at Drake Relays
Tuesday:
SB vs. NDSU
April 28:
3 p.m. and 5 p.m.
Track at Drake Relays and
Al Cassel Relays

scoreboard

Women’s golf:
Team scores: Upper Iowa 1288,
Winona State 1293, ConcordiaSt. Paul 1314, SW Minnesota
State 1316, MSUM 1459,
Wayne 1506, Bemidji State
1510, Northern State 1563.
MSUM finishers: Kasey Maier
183, Erika Hochgraber 188,

Crystal Meagher 187, Jess
Burke 200, Amanda
Younggren 207, Kali Maatz
209.
Women’s tennis:
MSUM 6, Upper Iowa 3
Singles: 1, Huisman, UI, def.
Taborsky 6-1, 6-1. 2, Milless,
MSUM, def. Montgomery 6-1,

6-0. 3, Matheson, MSUM,
def. Cox 7-5, 3-6, 10-8. 4, Irina,
MSUM, def. Atherton 6-1, 6-4.
5, Benz, MSUM, def. Kelley 6-4,
4-6, 10-5. 6, Helgeson, MSUM,
def. Lilly 3-6, 6-4, 11-9.
Doubles: 1, Huisman/Kelley,
UI, def. Milless/Quast 9-8 (4).
2, Montgomery/Cox, UI, def.
Taborsky/Matheson 8-4. 3,
Helgeson/Cederber, MSUM,
def. Lilly/Rodewald 8-4.
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As need grows, students key

Walkathon offers aid to scholarships, prizes to others
By ROBYN ROHDE
Sports Editor

After raising more than
$100,000 in the initial Dragon
Fire Walk last spring and a
successful launch of an online
memorabilia auction in the
fall, funds for the athletic
department could see some
much-needed assistance.
With the second annual
Dragon Fire Walk kicking
off Saturday, Dragon Fire
President Greg Peterson says
this year’s success depends on
student involvement.
“We’re real heavy on student prizes this year,” Peterson
said. Some such prizes include
a television, a one-year parking pass, an Ipod, and threecredit tuition waivers, along
with more than $9,000 worth
of door prizes.
“We’re hoping for a good
crowd of students,” Peterson
said. “Somebody from student senate just called me and
said that they’re starting a
team. I’m anxious to see if the
increase in prizes draws the
students out.”
So far, only four student

teams have formed, with a the student box (on each walkmajority of the walkathon athon slip), that slip will go
teams coming from facul- into a drawing for books for
ty and staff; but people can a semester,” Peterson said.
still sign up or just Dragon Fire
“There’s no monetary
attend all the way
investment, just a litWalkathon
up to the start.
tle bit of time and it’s
Also for the sec- When: 10:30 a.m.
good for you because
ond year in the row, Saturday at
walking’s good for
the Bookstore is Nemzek fieldhouse. you.”
Registration from 9
chipping in to raise to 10 a.m.
Several
teams,
money for athletic New this year: 5K including the volleyscholarships
by and 10K runs with
ball team with head
issuing a mini-walk- registration starting coach Tammy Blakeat 8 a.m. Saturday.
athon challenge. Cost is $25 in
Kath in tow, completThe Bookstore will advance or $35 day ed the Bookstore chaldonate $3 for every of the race.
lenge before beginsix stations walked During the week:
ning the afternoon’s
Take part in the
throughout cam- six-station minipractice this week.
pus, up to $5,000. walkathon at the
“Last year’s footAnyone on campus Bookstore for a
ball team came and
can participate up chance to win
they all wore their jerbooks for a semesto three times a day. ter.
seys,” Peterson said,
It started April Prizes: Airline tick- stating that it’s impor12 and contin- ets, parking pass,
tant that corporate or
ues
through
4 tuitution waivers,
community people
just to name a few.
p.m. on Friday as
see the teams actually
a way to get people
taking part in workinvolved during the week, ing toward the department’s
said Bookstore manager Kim goal.
Samson. Last year’s challenge
“If we don’t get out fundraised about $1,500.
ing now, we’re going to be
“When a student walks and hurting to compete,” Peterson
signs their name and check said. According to godragon-

fire.com, MSUM estimated
about 32 athletic scholarships
in the 2005-2006 season. The
Northern Sun Intercollegiate
Conference allows 123 full
scholarships as defined by the
NCAA.
Another new event to the
Dragon Fire Walk is a 5K
and 10K run, which starts
and finishes at the Nemzek
fieldhouse. The runners use a
path set up for the Fourth of
July every year, so according
to Peterson, it’s a sanctioned
five to 10K run. “We like
to tell everybody that it’s a
good warmup for the Scheels

(Fargo) Marathon.”
As a perfect opportunity to
catch up with other MSUM
supporters, the night before
the walkathon is a kickoff dinner at 6 p.m. in the Courtyard
by Marriot.
Join MSUM President
Roland Barden and his wife
Carolyn; Ron and Barb Masanz,
2006 honorary co-chairs; Larry
and Marcella MacLeod, 2007
honorary co-chairs and some
student athletes for a social
hour, buffet dinner and brief
program featuring dignitaries
of this year’s walk. The cost is
$25 per person and seating is
limited to 150.
With the uncertainity of
weather, Peterson said: “If it
rains, it rains. People will just
use umbrellas.” Last year’s
event was held on one of the
nicest days of the year. “We
can’t let the weather bother us
because this is an event that
has to happen before the end
of school, so it’s a roll of the
dice.”
Dragon Fire is the official
athletic scholarship fundraising arm
of the
Alumni
Rohde
canMSUM
be reached
Foundation.
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.

Marathon woman
Senior found life’s passion
after surgery at a young age
ity of running that draws her
to it.
She actually had an extra
Senior Amy Botnen likes bone in her ankle, which was
running. So much so that just removed when she was 14.
a few days ago on April 16,
She was out for a year. As
she competed in the Boston part of her recovery and to get
Marathon. Of the four other back in shape, she began runmarathons she
ning and it just
has run, this
kind of stuck,
It’s the biggest
has been her
she said.
marathon in the
favorite.
Since then,
world. Every
“It’s the big- runner wants to run it, and
she has comnot many can unless you
gest marathon
peted in the
qualify.”
in the world,”
Duluth (Minn.)
she
said.
Marathon
Senior Amy Botnen
“Every runner
in 2004, the
MSUM Accounting and
wants to run it,
Twin
Cities
Spanish major who ran in
and not many
Marathon in
the Boston Marathon.
can unless you
2004 and 2005,
qualify.”
and she placed
Such qualifications for her 8th in the (Scheels) Fargo
included running within 3:40 Marathon.
in a previous marathon for her
She studied abroad in Costa
category, females aged 18 to Rica and Spain and ran when
34. She has met those qualifi- she could.
cations in all the races she has
Botnen transfered to MSUM
competed in.
to complete her degree after
Botnen is a graduate of starting school at North
Fargo South High School, Dakota State University.
where she played soccer and
She is a double major in
golf during her freshman year. accounting and Spanish. She
She has been a gymnast for now works part-time for a golf
her whole life.
course and hopes to become a
She also was part of the F- CPA and to keep on running
M Acro team for eight years. marathons for the rest of her
By performing at NBA games, life.
she was able to go all over the
country.
Huggett can be reached
at huggetam@mnstate.edu.
However, it is the simplicBy AMANDA HUGGETT
Copy Editor

“

heather gruenhagen / advocate photo editor

Junior Oluseyi Amele competes in the high jump during the Cobber Twilight on Tuesday.

track and field

Dragons under the lights
By ROBYN ROHDE
Sports Editor

Plagued by this spring’s
winter weather conditions in
April, MSUM finally made its
official outdoor track debut
on Saturday afternoon at
the Montana State Open at
Bozeman, Mont.
The Dragons logged some
impressive performances. The
women boasted 10 top five
finishes. Three Dragons paced
the 1,500 meter run with
Rayna Berndt in sixth place at
5:01.75, Amanda Wickersham,
in seventh at 5:16.15 and Diane
Miller grabbed eighth place
with a time of 5:26.53.
“Their times were really

well,” explained assistant
coach Jon Heath about the
almost 6,000 feet altitude difference. “I hope they continue
to do well.”
Jennifer Hensel earned an
automatic bit to nationals
in pole vault at the Cobber
Twilight on Tuesday.
“(Sophomore) Percy Watson
ran good in 100 and 200,”
head coach Keith Barnier said.
“He’s working hard and now
getting a chance to compete.
We’re basically rusty.”
Barnier said sophomore
Sarah Julsrud is getting close
to qualifying in the 400 hurdles with a 63.91 on Tuesday.
Final results for the Cobber
Twilight were not available by

The Advocate’s press time.
The Dragons look to make
up for the late start with an
ambitious schedule this weekend. After Tuesday’s action,
MSUM will split the squad
sending those who qualified to the Kansas Relays on
Saturday. The rest of the team
will face off across the river at
the NDSU on Saturday.
“I expect them to go in and
be competitive,” said Barnier
about the high level of Division
I opponets the Dragon will
face. “This team shows a lot
of character in how they have
been training.”
Rohde can be reached
at rohdero@mnstate.edu.

It’s not easier to quit smoking after college. It’s harder.
Research shows most college grads who smoke find it harder to quit after college...not easier.

For help, call (888) 354-PLAN
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Classifieds

Place for Rent

Place for Rent

Help Wanted

APARTMENTS FOR RENT.
Summer or school yr. ‘07-08. 1,2,3
& 4 bedrooms. 1-4 people. Also,
efficiency and roommates. Located
between campuses and north of
campus. 218.236.1143

4 bedroom/2 bath house w/dishwasher, W/D, A/C, garage, and large
living and family rooms. 2311 8th st.
south. Available June 1st. Contact
Jeremy at jrrham@gmail.com or
701.866.3156

Large 2 bedroom apts. available
starting June or Aug. 1st. Summer
rates of $300.00/month for June,
July, Aug. on a 1yr. lease. School
year rates $425.00 - $460.00. heat
and water pd. These go fast, reserve
yours now! Call Jon at 218.790.4866
for appointment to view.

For Rent: Large 2 bedroom, 2
blocks from Campus. Available May
1. Smoke Free - - No Parties - No Pets. Laundry Facilities - Lighted Parking - - Security Entry
Doors. Newly Painted/ Decorated.
233.1881

Are you interested in working
with troubled teens? The Fergus
Falls intensive Treatment unit is
currently accepting applications for
Youth Counselor positions. College
Students are strongly encouraged to
apply. MUST be at least 21 years of
age. Various full-time, part-time, and
on-call positions available on various shifts. To obtain an employment
application, call 218.739.9325 or visit
http://www.ccstcloud.org/ccWebf/
HR/application.pdf

Large 4 bedroom, 2bath duplex
with laundry room. Garage. Heat
paid. Open June 1. $1,050.
701.238.0081
One bedroom, security, quiet, no
parties! Heat- water paid, miniblinds, ceiling fan, A/C, spotless,
certified crime/drug free housing.
No pets. References and lease
required.
(218) 346-6584 or (701)371-7435
AMBER VALLEY (behind Old Chicago in Fargo) Twinhome, 3
bdrm, 2 bath, attached double garage, Washer/Dryer,
dishwasher, no smoking or pets.
$995+utilities, Dec
through May, negotiable. 701-2988104
1220 14th St N, Mhd – 4 bdrm, 1
bath, attached garage,
hardwood floors, dishwasher,
Washer/Dryer, fenced
brick patio area. $895+utilities, lease
now through
Apr/May. 701-298-8104
Immaculate house for rent.
4bd, 2ba large yard, 4season porch,
1 block from msum campus available
immediately
$1100/mo call 701-200-3068
Nice efficiency Apt. 1/2 blk. from
MSU, heat & water pd., laundry $290
701.238.0081 JUNE 1
Walk to MSUM! Newly remodeled, 2
bdrm apt, available Mar 1! 701-4912530.
1503 15th st s. Moorhead. Close
to MSUM. 4 bed, 2 bath, Hardwood
Floors, Central Air, Large Family
Room. Washer/Dryer included.
Fantastic Home! Move in June 1st.
E-mail laurie_30@hotmail.com or
call Laurie @ 701.388.0791 for a
showing.
House For Rent. Spacious 4-bedroom. 2 blocks from MSUM campus.
Available June 1st with reduced
rent for June. Call Jeremy Cell
701.371.3061
Large 3 bedroom apt. 1/2 block
from MSU, heat & water paid. laundry, dishwasher, garage.
$725.
701.238.0081 June 1
Beautiful 4 bedroom, 2 bath house
for rent. Big corner lot, patio, privacy
fenced yard. 233.8355
Rent early! 1 & 2 Bedrooms available June and Sugust. 1 Bedroom
open now. Heat-water paid. Security,
spotless, quiet. NO Parties! New
Remote A/C, Cieling Fan, Miniblinds,
sorry, no pets, off street assigned
parking with plugins. Certified Crime/
drug free housing. References, lease,
deposit required. 218.346.6584 or
701.371.7435

4 bedroom, 3 blocks from MSUM,
central air, washer/dryer, 4 person
hot tub, dish Network 4 receivers, $1,100/mo., references. Dan,
866.4572 available mid may.

Help Wanted
Account Executive
Minnesota Public Radio (MPR) is
looking for an Account Executive for
our Moorhead office. The Account Executive is responsible for all aspects
of generating underwriting revenue
at MPR. Duties include: secure new
funders for MPR’s 6 programming
services (Classical Music, News &
Information, National Programs, 89.3
The Current, Online & Live Events) to
meet new income targets; service, renew & increase funding levels of current clients to meet both new income
& renewal rate targets; assist with
other development & marketing activities as assigned. Reqs: minimum
of 3 years sales exp in public broadcasting, other media, or intangibles;
proven track record of successfully
meeting income targets through both
prospecting & client upgrades.
To apply, go to http://americanpublicmedia.pulicradio.org/careers/ & clink
on the job openings link or submit a
resume & cover letter to jobs@mpr.
org. EOE
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT: counselors, speech, and occupational therapists and sides, reading insrtuctors,
recreation, crafts and waterfront personnel needed for a summer camp in
North Dakota. Working with children
with special needs. Salary plus room
and board. Contact:
Dan Mimnaugh
Camp Grassick, Box F
Dawson, ND 58428.
701-327-4251.
grasbek@bektel.com
Sales Floor Associate
Duties: Assist customers with purchase
of electronics, furniture, general office
supplies and stocking shelves and building displays on sales floor and ringing
up purchases at cash registers
Hours: Shifts vary depending on availability: weekdays from 3-4 p to 9:30p
Weekends sat. 9a-5p/12p-8:30p
sun. 10a-6:30p/ 10a-7p
Wages: start at $7.25 or depending on
experience. Apply in person at Office
Max 1411 center Ave. Dilworth, MN
Copy Center Associate
Duties: Assist customers with running
color and B/W copy jobs and helping
design jobs for customers. EX: wrapping invitations, graduation announcements, letterheads etc.& ringing up
purchase at cash register.
Hours: Shifts vary depending on availability: weekdays from 3-4 p to 9:30p
Weekends sat. 9a-5p/12p-8:30p
sun. 10a-6:30p/ 10a-7p
Wages: start at $7.25 or depending on
experience. Apply in person at Office
Max 1411 center Ave. Dilworth, MN

For Sale
2 bedroom, 1 bath bi-level condo for
sale. Close to MSUM & Concordia!
Attached garage, newer appliances,
nicely decorated. $89,700. 1219
7th st. s. Moorhead.
Call 763-755-7700

Services
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Houses and Luxury
townhomes for rent near

MSU-M and Concordia

3-5+ bdrms. available.
Call Johnny @ 701-318-2140
or visit
www.fargohometown.com

AMBER VALLEY (behind Old
ChiFeeling lost? Find clarity with
Chan-Ri, a new technique combining Reiki, Tarot and Chakra Clearing.
Special student rate $40 (regular
rate is $60). Contact Sheri (701)3670350 or sheri@astrowork.com for
more information and to schedule an
appointment.
Seeking talented, outgoing, energetic individual for assistant DJ, assistant music director / DJ position.
One year employment scholarship
available. Music knowledge helpful.
OJT provided. Advancement & pay
based on performance. Must have
good driving record & willing to work
weekends. 234-9492

Smile
It Adds To
Your Face
Value.

Guess What?
The chances of you dying on the
way to get your lottery tickets is
greater than your chances of winning.
It takes 3,000 cows to supply the
NFL with enough leather for a
year’s supply of footballs.

“I think I’ll leave my bulletproof
stovepipe hat at home.”
-Abe Lincoln

“These mobster guys aren’t so bad.
I think we’re really hitting it off.”
-Jimmy Hoffa

“I’ll quit smoking as
soon as I graduate.”
-Katie Glynn

R E S E A R C H S H O W S T H A T M O S T S T U D E N T S W H O S A Y T H E Y ’ L L Q U I T S M O K I N G A F T E R C O L L E G E C A N ’ T.
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Kiss birth control costs good-bye for now.
4NOW covers 100% of the cost of birth control, emergency contraception, annual
exams and more. That means you pay zero. So what are you waiting for? If you’re a
student or working woman living paycheck to paycheck, chances are very good that
you qualify for this awesome new program. If you’re a Minnesota resident, find out if
you’re eligible today. Call 1.800.230.PLAN or go to ppmns.org/4NOW.

4NOW is part of the Minnesota Family Planning Program.

DJ, from front
“Getting
the
Dragon
Channel gig is really just an
example of ‘It’s all about who
you know,’” Schaffer said.
“By the time someone is a
senior, especially if they have
lived in the residence halls for
all of those years, they have
made a lot of connections on
campus.
“The guy who had been
running the Dragon Channel
for a few years graduated, so
last May I was asked—‘Hey,
wanna run the Dragon Channel
over the summer?’ Somehow,
though, ‘the summer’ turned
into all of this year.”

Returning to Schaffer’s
Johnny Zero status, “It’s been
a great experience,” he said.
“Not to mention I’m paid to
make a fool of myself, have
fun and flirt with girls on the
phone (good thing they probably don’t realize I’m engaged).
Last week, we proved that
duct tape is not an effective
hair-removal tool by practicing it on me based on a caller
suggestion. … I’m still itchy.”
Schaffer recalls the beginning of his career at the radio
station.
“My very first day at Y94,
one of the full-time jocks told

me, ‘Energy drinks and cigarettes are the fuel of radio
men—if you don’t like them,
you will learn to.’ I kind of
laughed because it fueled the
misconception that I, and most
people, have of radio DJs.
“But as my time went on
there, I came to see that it really is a business, just like anywhere else, and that everyone
working there is true a professional and dedicated to one
thing—making good radio.”
Johnny Zero also has an
entertaining Web page at www.
y94.com/pages/zero.html.
On his page is a question-

and-answer section:
“Q: What’s the stupidest thing you’ve done? A: ‘It
involved a GI Joe, Super Glue,
some bottles of sweet brown
liquid, and a very unlucky
tree-dwelling critter.’”
If ever bored on a weeknight, or simply intrigued,
give Fargo-Moorhead grown
and MSUM’s own Johnny
Zero a call.
As his site says, “Johnny
Zero: Up all night; In the
drunkest of hours, weeknights
after midnight.”
Taborsky can be reached
at taborsas@mnstate.edu.

